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The Golden Thoughts
Calendar is strictly text
with a Scripture reading
per day, and is very suit-
able for use as a Bible
Reading Scheme. It is
available in: English –
Afrikaans – French –
Hausa – Ndebele –
Portuguese – Russian
Spanish – Xhosa  

Price £0.29 per copy less any quantity 
discount.

Our Words of Life Calendar has a Scripture
text per month with an attractive picture. It is
available in: English – Albanian –
Arabic – Armenian –
Catalan – Dutch –
Ekegusii – Farsi –
French – Hebrew –
Hungarian –
Lithuanian – Polish –
Portuguese –
Romanian – Russian –
Serbian – Spanish –
Ukrainian – Urdu –
Welsh. 

Price £0.53 per copy
less any quantity discount. 

The Slimline Diary is a week-to-view calen-
dar diary with gilt page edging and marker
ribbon. Its features include a Scripture text
per day, Bible Reading Scheme and a weekly
footnote for interest and prayer. 

Price £2.95 per copy less any quantity 
discount.

An Order Form is enclosed with this
Quarterly Record and we welcome your early
orders. Any calendar order received which
includes a request for foreign language calen-

NEW DIARY &
CALENDARS 2005

Our Diary and Calendars for 2005 
are beginning to arrive.

dars which have not arrived from the printers
will be held until stocks are available.

Quantity dis-
counts are
available for
large orders
and especially
for those
engaged in free
distribution of
the Scriptures
in their com-
munities and in
overseas missionary work. 

To encourage free distribution we have again
kept prices the same as last year and offer
Quantity Discounts: 

50 to 250 copies – 10% Discount
250 to 500 – 25%
500 to 2,500 – 50%

Sample copies of our Diary and calendars
are available to anyone considering ordering
larger numbers.

Minimum Order Value: Please note, there is
a charge of £1.00 on UK orders under £5.00
for post and packing. All orders over £5.00
remain post free.

Contact: 
Tel.: (020) 8543 7857 Fax: (020) 8543 6370
e-mail: orders@TBS-sales.org  

Please visit our web site at www.TBS-
sales.org to order online.

TrinitarianBibleSociety
The Word of God Among All Nations



General Secretary
F

requently this section of our
Quarterly Record will reflect impor-
tant developments in our work. For
example, progress and successes for

which we are delighted to convey whole-
hearted gratitude to the Lord are
highlighted, and sometimes difficulties and
dilemmas, for which we seek the prayers of
our members and supporters. Over the
years, however, it is sometimes possible to
detect from the ‘Desk’ issues and events
which take place within the wider sphere of
the church, and it can be fascinating to look
at some of the old copies of the Quarterly
Record to discover and ponder these refer-
ences.

With this in mind, it may well be the case
that in time to come, many professing
believers will recollect that the early part of
2004 marked the release of a film which
caused a great deal of interest and debate

amongst the churches—I refer, of course, to
the film The Passion of the Christ, which was
released in March. This film has prompted
tremendous acclaim, particularly amongst
Charismatic and Ecumenical churches, but
also across a wide spectrum of those who
would call themselves Evangelical and even
Reformed, around the world. Whilst it is
tempting for us just to ignore this whole
business as an unhelpful attempt by the
mass media to portray a false Christ and
‘another gospel’, I believe there are good
reasons for the Society to take note of these
sad developments and to learn from them.

There are, no doubt, many in churches
today who think that the Trinitarian Bible
Society is too narrow and old fashioned and
we are regularly made aware of this by cor-
respondence, by articles in magazines and
by references in books and on Internet web
sites. Adopting a charitable view, we can say
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that such people accuse us of being too nar-
row and old fashioned

� because we promote an old-fashioned
Bible and
� because we do not adapt our methods to
modern man and to modern technology.

Such well-meaning people would like us
to publish a modern version of the Bible,
and preferably have it translated as quickly
as possible into numerous languages, espe-
cially those used by many millions in such
countries as India and China, and they
would have us adopt novel methods to
spread God’s Word as widely as possible.
The rationale for such thinking is that we
are in the end times, the fields are ‘white
already to harvest’ (John 4.35) and therefore
we should abandon our so-called ‘pet prin-
ciples’ and do our utmost for our Saviour in
the short time left available to us. These
arguments seem very persuasive from a
human point of view. Alas, that is all that
they are, a human point of view.

Again, if you read the Annual Reports of
the United Bible Societies, for example, you
will find mention of the Jesus Video, exten-
sively used alongside their Bible publication
and distribution work as an inexpensive
and seemingly effective way of proclaiming
the message of the Lord Jesus Christ to
many millions as quickly as possible. Why
do we not adopt this approach, some might
ask.

It is for supposedly similar reasons that
the film The Passion of the Christ is so pop-
ular—‘what a wonderful way to convey
God’s timeless message to multitudes
around the world, harnessing modern tech-
nology and the whole publicity machine of
Hollywood to do God’s work!’ Do we not
realise, many would say, what a ‘heaven-sent
opportunity’ this is to move away from our
staid and conservative roots, change what-
ever we can and accomplish much for the
Lord? How can we denigrate, it is urged,

that which is manifestly effective to move
people, Christian and non-Christian alike?
Does not the end justify the means?

Our answer to all these questions and
observations is an emphatic ‘No!’
Nevertheless, we are ‘assured’ that develop-
ments such as these are ‘from God’. The
Passion of the Christ is just the latest in a
long line of high profile events in the last
couple of generations, e.g. (not necessarily
in chronological order) Campus Crusade
for Christ, the Charismatic Movement, the
‘Toronto Blessing’, the publication of the
New International Version, Churches
Together, Promise Keepers and various
other ‘Movements’—all purport to be the
outpouring of the blessing of the Lord
upon a sin-sick world; if you do not
embrace them with open arms, you are
thought to be ‘negative’.

However, if these were sent from the Lord,
and if the Holy Spirit were truly active on
such a large scale in our day, the Bible teach-
es us that the results would include a great
increase in the fear of the Lord, in Godly liv-
ing, in nations transformed by the sweeping
away of rampant immorality, wicked and
perverse legislation and the hedonistic
lifestyle that has blighted the world particu-
larly over the last two generations. The
evidence, alas, is that this is emphatically
not the case, and the constant development
of the mass media in our day and age makes
it clear that if such healthy signs of God’s
activity were genuinely and widely preva-
lent, then we would know about it: it would
be headline news.

Sadly, we have to deduce therefore that so
many of these things are fallen man’s
attempts to ‘help God out’, to do His work
in man’s way.

This Society will continue to tread the old
paths, God willing, inasmuch as we are

QUARTERLY RECORD - Issue Number 568 - July to September 2004

4



determined to do God’s work in God’s way.
Quite simply, that must involve the God-
honoured, time-honoured and faithful
aims of publishing, distributing and pro-
claiming what God actually said, as accu-
rately and faithfully translated as possible,
and to present it in God’s way, too, that is,
primarily, by preaching.

‘For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. For the Jews require
a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
but we preach Christ crucified, unto the
Jews a  stumblingblock, and unto
the Greeks foolishness; but unto them
which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom
of God’(1 Corinthians 1.21–24). The fool-
ishness of preaching is a very interesting
expression in the original, connoting not
only the substance and content of the mes-
sage itself but also the method of its procla-
mation. The gospel is meant to be declared,
proclaimed, not presented in a ‘seeker-sensi-
tive way’, not ‘dumbed down’ or muted to
appeal to modern man, not pushed and
pummelled into ‘sound bites’ to cater for
the hectic pace of our modern age and the
so-called brief attention span of today’s
young people, and adults, too. If we were
supposed to adapt the message to our hear-
ers to that extent, then we are sure that the
Bible would have told us so. Paul’s sermon
at Athens is a wonderful example of how to
make the message of the Gospel relevant to
his idolatrous hearers, but Paul, in the
Spirit, holds nothing back in declaring the
judgment of God, the truth of the resurrec-
tion and the need for repentance and faith.
The predictable result was a degree of
mocking and indecision and we should not
be surprised at this, nor should we covet
wholehearted acclaim for the Gospel, unless
it is wrought by the Holy Spirit of God in
bringing many to conviction of sin and

genuine repentance as has always happened
in times of revival. In the meantime, there
will always be people like Dionysius and
Damaris who heard Paul preach in Athens
and believed according to the Sovereign
Grace of God.

To revert to discussion of the Hollywood
film, we must not be side-tracked by the
tumultuous acclaim of many Christian
leaders and writers; they may testify to
being profoundly moved, they may tell us
how vividly they now view the Lord Jesus
Christ on the Cross as never before, but they
make little or no reference to the idolatrous,
blasphemous, vain and utterly misleading
aspects of the film which will always ensure
that it does not accomplish the work of the
Gospel. We dare to say that for a professing
Christian to watch this film is at best a
shameful waste of time and money, for
which they are accountable to God, and at
worst a confirmation that they have been
hoodwinked by the publicity and reception
accorded to the film. It is a solemn thought
that for some professed believers one might
even ultimately have to apply the teaching
of 2 Thessalonians 2.9–12: ‘Even him, whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, and
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness
in them that perish; because they received
not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this cause God shall send
them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: that they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleas-
ure in unrighteousness.’

In conclusion, what then would we advo-
cate in place of such unedifying fare? None
other than this—that the Lord’s people
should be all the more delighted in the
whole of the gospel only found in God’s
Scripture of truth. Glorious themes abound
therein, such as the identity of the Lord
Jesus Christ in all His Deity and wondrous
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humanity, why He died and rose again as
Christ from eternity past (when the names
of His people were inscribed in the Lamb’s
Book of Life), and the glorious efficacy of
His accomplishments. He abolished death,
‘blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to
us’, taking it ‘out of the way, nailing it to his
cross; and having spoiled principalities and
powers, he made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them in it’ (Colossians
2.14–16).

At the Trinitarian Bible Society we rejoice
more than ever in God’s Word written, in
His Providential preservation of His words
by the transmission through the ages of
faithfully translated copies into the custody
of His church, and in His everlasting com-
mand that we should disseminate it and
preach it and pray over it and see it accom-
plish great things for His glory and honour!
We may indeed be in the last days and the
matter is urgent, but we must always seek to
do God’s work in God’s way; the end does
not justify the means. We know that if we
honour Him by obedience and faithfulness,
He will honour such labours in His Name.

We long not only to see over ten million
Bibles, New Testaments, calendars and
Scripture portions disseminated through-
out the world in many languages, as under
God the Society was enabled to accomplish
in 2003, but we long to see those faithful
translations of God’s Word being used of
Him to build up the church and to save the
lost.

We deplore the methods of modern man
in which he tries to improve upon God’s
ordained Book and His methods, and we
seek the encouragement, prayers and assis-
tance of our members and supporters to
continue this work that was started so faith-
fully 173 years ago. The last two or three
years have been very difficult for the Society,
but we trust that, as the Lord has brought us
through it, He will strengthen us; we dare
not depart from Him. Let us not then be as
the well-meaning but foolish Israelites in
Numbers 14, who ignored the warnings of
Moses that the Lord was not among them
and were smitten before the Amalekites; let
us rather be as Caleb, who wholly followed
the Lord his God! 
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T h e Tr e a s u r y
We warmly thank the donors of the following anonymous gifts

which have been received since the April Quarterly Record went to
press: Cheshire £2,000; Street (Somerset) £45; Keighley £100;

Bournemouth £50; Suffolk £10; Edinburgh £250, £100, £15; Cambridge £1,000;
Inverness £100; Havant £50; Birmingham £20; Stockton-on-Tees £1,000;
North Tolsta £30; S.E. Wales £20; Finborough £10; Give as you Earn £194.70,
£117.17, £27.55; United Kingdom Evangelization Trust three of £100, £40;
Charities Aid Foundation £128.21; Church Donation three of £50; South West
Charitable Giving three of £37.19; The Sharon Trust £150; direct into the bank
£30, three of £25; via Speakers £10; exhibitions €153.70; other £65.00. Total
£6,199.20 plus €153.70.



T
h

e M
agazin

e o
f

th
e Trinitarian Bible Society

7

Sales Grants Total

2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 

Bibles (1) 652,642 591,232 43,840 53,756 696,482 644,988

New Testaments (2) 6,380,714 6,533,611 16,517 14,408 6,397,231 6,548,019 

Portions 777,145 528,113 1,228,806 647,040 2,005,951 1,175,153

Golden Thoughts
Calendars 52,987 49,464 671,317 663,887  724,304 713,351 

Leaflets 362,700 265,800 31,190 43,400 393,890 309,200  

Text Cards 403,993 327,922 125,143 178,413 529,136 506,335

TOTAL 8,630,181 8,296,142 2,116,813 1,600,904 10,746,994 9,897,046 

Notes: (1) 20,000 Portuguese Bibles (2002: 84,500) and 139,472 Spanish Bibles (2002: 0) 
produced in association with other organisations.

(2) 6,282,650 Portuguese New Testaments produced in association with other organisations (2002: 6,431,450).
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The Lord Jesus was engaged in a night inter-
view with Nicodemus. Christ instructed the
most distinguished teacher of His day con-
cerning the truths necessary to salvation. In

the course of the conversation, this message was
made very plain: no-one will ever see or enter the
Kingdom of God apart from a supernatural change
of heart. The new birth was emphasised as a must:
a must as sacred as it is Divine.

Nicodemus was puzzled and perplexed. The edu-
cated theologian had never understood the neces-
sity and the significance of the birth that is from
above. At the time of this interview, Nicodemus was
still without this most valuable and necessary
grace.

Christ continued His rich instruction. He taught
Nicodemus more deeply regarding the fundamental
requirements necessary to attain eternal life. The
Lord Jesus expressly emphasised the necessity of
His atoning sacrifice. There is an inseparable link
between the cross of Christ and eternal life.
Referring to the Old Testament narrative of the
brasen serpent (see Numbers 21.4-9), Christ
pointed to the Son of Man, lifted up on the cross,
as the only Fountain of eternal life.
The Israelites were in the thirty-ninth year of their
wanderings through the desert. They had reached
a somewhat more pleasant region for travelling.
The end of the wearisome march appeared in
sight. However, they met with another disappoint-
ment. The king of Edom refused Moses’ request to

The Gateway The Gateway 
to

by the Rev. G. Hamstra
a Vice-President of the Society

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that 

whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.

John 3.14,15

Eternal Life
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let the Israelites go through his country.

Understandably, this refusal was rather discourag-
ing, for it meant an extension of weary wilderness
travelling. But Israel’s rebellion was uncalled for.
Ungratefully, the people loathed the precious
manna so faithfully provided by their covenant God.
Shamelessly, they murmured against God and
against Moses.

The Lord’s anger was kindled against His people
Israel. The rebellion was severely punished. Fiery
serpents were sent among the people as the mes-
sengers of God’s displeasure. The poisonous sting
of the serpents caused high fevers and resulted in
death. Many were mortally wounded and died.

In their distress the contrite Israelites requested
Moses to intercede for them. At Moses’ prayer, the
Lord revealed His mercy and provided a remedy. A
brasen serpent was erected on a pole. The bitten
Israelites were told to look to this divinely-appoint-
ed remedy. Whoever looked was instantly healed. If
Moses had not lifted up the brasen serpent,
inevitably they all would have perished. Human
remedies were of no avail. There was only one
cure: the Divine remedy, the serpent lifted up at
God’s command.

The serpent of brass was pointing forward to the
cross of Christ. ‘As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lift-
ed up: that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.’

God’s remedy revealed in the crucified Redeemer is
the only gateway to eternal life. Each person
belonging to the human race has rebelled against
his Maker, is without excuse and guilty before God.
Our proud hearts may come with subtle objections
to this truth. However, we all, like sheep, have gone
astray, and apart from the cross of Christ we must
perish.

Nothing in the universe, nothing in heaven or on
Earth, is equal to God’s way of mercy revealed in
the cross of Christ. The Greeks and other Gentiles
may despise the Divine remedy and in their pride
reject the cross as foolishness not worthy of their
notice. The Jews may not regard their crucified
Messiah and in the blindness of their unbelief

despise the Man of sorrows as a stumbling block.
Many so-called modern believers may not be
attracted to the beauty of the Lamb of God. They
may refuse to acknowledge the unsurpassed
grandeur and saving glory of the cross of Jesus. Yet,
the God of heaven and Earth has imparted such a
remarkable saving power to the cross of Christ.

Through the crucified Redeemer, God’s mercy to
pardon and to save even the chief of sinners glori-
fies all the Divine attributes in the highest conceiv-
able measure. By the atoning sacrifice, God’s par-
don is freely conveyed to all who humble them-
selves and are willing to receive it without money
and without price.

The Son of Man, lifted up on the cross, is a perfect
remedy for perishing sinners; His atoning death is
God’s way of satisfying Divine justice. The rebel-
lious sinner deserves death. Christ, the sinless One,
took the place of guilty sinners and died their
death. Voluntarily, He gave Himself and suffered all
that the law and justice of God required for the
pardon of sinners. The One who suffered as a
Substitute for sinners was no mere creature: He
was God’s incarnate Son. Therefore, the cleansing
power of His blood possesses an infinite effective-
ness.

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. The
proclamation was made to all perishing Israelites:
whosoever looks to the remedy shall live! And all
who looked were healed. Neither the intensity of
the disease nor the weakness of the sufferer was a
hindrance to full recovery. Whoever looked was
cured. What a joy and happiness was there on that
day in the camp Israel on account of the effective
power of the Divine remedy!

Far greater is the sacred delight of the soul that
looks to the cross of Jesus for reconciliation with a
holy God. The love of God revealed in the cross of
Christ is the most amazing reality: it is a love for
hell-deserving sinners. Needy sinner, there is life,
eternal life, for everyone who looks by faith to the
Christ of Calvary. The wondrous proclamation is
still valid, ‘Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else’ (Isaiah 45.22).
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THE REV. 
W.H.FLEMING

THE REV. 
W.H.FLEMING
the passing of a

man of God
For to me to live is Christ,

and to die is gain.
Philippians 1.21

I t was with these words that the Rev. W. H. Fleming was laid to rest,
words which had been his motto for his life; for to him, as with the
Apostle Paul, death was not an end but a beginning.

William ‘Hillis’ Fleming was born on 31st March 1935 near Ballymena,
Co. Antrim, NI, and born again some twenty-five years later. It was not
long before he knew God’s call on his life, and he began training in the
Faith Mission Bible College in preparation for the work that his Master
had for him. During those years, he met the future Mrs. Fleming; he
and June were married in 1965. 

For three years the Flemings served the Lord as missionaries in
Democratic Republic of Congo before returning to Northern Ireland.
Back on British soil, they began attending the Ballymena Free
Presbyterian Church and recognised the Lord’s call to the pastorate. Mr.
Fleming trained at Free Presbyterian Church’s theological school and in
1978 accepted his first pastorate at the Church in Mount Merrion,
Belfast.
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Some four years later, Mr. Fleming again heard the Lord’s call, and
crossed the Irish Sea to England, where he helped establish the first Free
Presbyterian Church in mainland Britain, Protestant Reformers’ Church,
Liverpool. He ministered in Liverpool for eighteen years until retiring in
March 2000, all the while helping to form other congregations by
preaching the good news of the risen Christ.

It was during this time that Mr. Fleming took on the added responsibil-
ity of membership on the Society’s General Committee. His joining in
1984 was providential; he was able to provide Godly counsel, learned
through years of pastoral ministry, to the Society during the turbulent
years of the late 1980s and again during recent difficulties. In 1997 he
blessed those attending the Annual General Meeting with a sermon on
Shammah’s victory over the Philistines from 2 Samuel 23.11, 12.

After retiring, the Flemings moved to Merthyr Tydfil, where he helped
set up another church and filled its pulpit until it could take on a full-
time minister. There he remained during the last years of his life.

Even lengthy illness could not stop Mr. Fleming’s work for the Lord.
Cared for at home during those long days, he continued to serve as a
witness for Christ to all with whom he had contact.

The suffering of his earthly body ended on 13th February 2004, and in
death as in life the good news surrounded him. His funeral was held at
Cephas Free Presbyterian Church, Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil. The main
sermon was preached by his former minister, the Rev. James Beggs, and
the Rev. Dr. Ian Paisley also spoke, proclaiming the promise we have of
glory in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our condolences go out to Mr. Fleming’s wife, June, to their children,
Elizabeth and James, to their grandchildren and friends, but at the same
time we are thankful that we can smile through tears, knowing that Mr.
Fleming, although absent from the body, is now present with his Lord.
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Introduction 

U nder its ancient name of
Persia,1 Iran has a powerful
claim upon the interest and
prayers of the Lord’s peo-

ple. Think of Cyrus, of Darius, and the
involvement of these Persian rulers with
the Jews’ return from Babylon; think of
Daniel, Nehemiah and Esther in the
Persian palace city of Shushan (Susa);

think of Artaxerxes
and his support of
Ezra and Nehemiah
in the restoration of

Jerusalem. By a
more ancient
name, Elam, the
region appears in
the book of
Genesis, both in
the table of
nations (ch. 10),

and as the king-

dom of Chedorlaomer (ch. 14). Indeed
Shushan was a capital city of Elam, and
it was from there that Cyrus, in the serv-
ice of Divine providence, began the
expansion that led to the establishment
of the ‘Medo-Persian’ Empire,2 his cap-
ture of Babylon in 538BC and the end of
the Babylonish Captivity. ‘Thus saith
Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of
the earth hath the LORD God of heaven
given me; and he hath charged me to
build him an house in Jerusalem, which
is in Judah’ (2 Chronicles 36.23; see also
Isaiah 44–45).
Jeremiah’s
prophecy
against Elam in
chapter 49
should

BY C. P. HALLIHAN

The Tomb of Cyrus

Sattelite Image of 
Iran and the Persian Gulf

Relief of Darius
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probably be understood as relating to
Persia as Greater Elam.

When Messiah was born we read that
‘there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem’. These ‘wise men’—Greek
‘magoi’, Hebrew ‘magim’—were proba-
bly Persian adepts of the teachings of
Zarathustra, Zoroastrianism, an ancient
monotheistic religion of the northeast-
ern parts of Persia and beyond. Amongst
the amazed witnesses on the day of
Pentecost were ‘Parthians, and Medes,
and Elamites’, in other words each major
ethnic group of the contemporary
Persia.3 Old Testament, New Testament,
these Last Days, Iran touches and is
touched by the Word and work of the
Lord, and, I repeat, has a powerful claim
upon the interest and prayers of the
Lord’s people.

General
Description

The name Iran comes from the
Avesta, the book of Zoroaster, and is

a form of Ariyana, Arya in Sanskrit. It
means simply Aryan—the
land and the people of the
Central Asian Steppes. Persia
was the generally known and
used name until 1935.
Modern Iran is the largest of
the Gulf States, and lies
between latitude 26°–36° in
southwest Asia. This is the
same latitude as North Africa
and the Mediterranean Sea,
and a similar position to
northern Mexico and the
southern States of the USA.
Tehran, the capital of Iran,
lies on the same latitude as

Memphis, Tennessee. A high semi-arid
plateau ringed by mountains, Iran has a
short coastline in the north on the
Caspian Sea, and, moving clockwise,
borders with Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, the longer south-
ern coastline on the Persian Gulf, then
Iraq, Turkey (almost reaching Lake Van
and Mount Ararat), Azerbaijan,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan again. This
636,000 square mile plateau, cradle of
the ancient Persian civilizations with a
cultural heritage over 4,000 years old, is
now home to some 69 million people. As
much as 99% of the population is
Muslim; some figures quote 95% Shi’a,
4% Sunni. All other religions, including
Christianity, are lost in the remaining 1%.

One of the twenty-eight provinces of
Iran is Fars, in the south of the country,
with its capital Shiraz. Fars was the origi-
nal homeland of the Persian people. The
vernacular name of the Persian language
is Farsi or Parsi, giving us ‘Persia’ and
‘Persian’. Fars is the Arabic version of
Pars; the Old Persian word was Pârsâ.
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Classical Persia

� Achaemenid Dynasty, 550–350 BC

The Achaemenian king, Cyrus the
Great, ruled here from the middle of

the 6th century BC. From that time
Persian history is documented, and the
Achaemenid Dynasty is recognised as the
founder of the Persian Empire, ancient
forerunner of Iran. Cyrus’ son extended
Persian rule into Egypt, ending the
Pharaoh dynasties. Soon afterward,
Darius (522–486 BC) became the pow-
erful ruler of a heavily centralised Persia.

He followed
the Persian

ambition of subduing Greece, but his
defeat at Marathon in 490 BC
robbed him of that prize. You will
need a good Bible encyclopaedia to
guide you through the
Darius/Xerxes/Ahasuerus/ Artaxerxes
I, II, III, connection with the times of
Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah,
and the Second Temple, but be
assured that in all of this we see the
coming together under the Lord of all
things toward the times of the
Messiah and the Gospel— ‘consider it
in thine heart, that the LORD he is
God in heaven above, and upon the

earth beneath: there
is none else’
(Deuteronomy 4.39).

Xerxes, son of
Darius, also ven-
tured into Greece,
and defeated the
Spartans at
Thermopylae.
However, at Salamis the Persian fleet
was destroyed, and Persian power began
to wane. Xerxes returned into Asia, and
was killed by one of his own guards in

465 BC.
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The later Achaemenid kings of Persia
faded4 through years of bloodshed,
intrigue and rebellion, the last one flee-
ing to Bactria for refuge only to be killed
by a cousin. Daniel’s ‘second Beast’ is
eclipsed. The Achaemenids, from 550 to
330 BC, ruled an empire stretching from
the Aegean coast of Asia Minor to
Afghanistan, as well as south to Egypt.
They erected the magnificent structures at
Persepolis, and put in place a vast network
of roads, a legal code, a coinage sys-
tem and a comprehensive
administrative system, and
engaged in wide-ranging
commerce.

� Alexander the Great,
the Seleucids, and the
Parthians, 350 BC–220
AD

In the 4th century BC
Alexander the Great invaded

Persia, having conquered most
of Greece,5 Egypt, Turkey and
Iraq. He entered Shushan and
eventually came to Persepolis. With
uncharacteristic, and never wholly
explained, violence, Alexander reduced
this magnificent city to ruins, and yet,
equally inexplicably, he embraced and
enforced many Persian customs through
the Greek-speaking empire. The ‘third

Beast’ is rampant.
After Alexander’s
death in 323 BC
the empire was

divided into three
squabbling

Greek/Macedonian dynas-
ties, Persia being con-
trolled from Syria by the
Selucids.6 Palestine too

was part of Selucid,

Greek-speaking, Syria. The Selucids had
problems controlling the numerous eth-
nic minorities across their dominions,
especially the nomadic Parthians, whose
homeland lay along the south of the
Caspian Sea. These warlike horsemen7

came to control most of Persia from
about 250 BC to 220 AD. Parthian Persia,
with a capital at Ecbatana, stretched from
the Euphrates to the Indus, in a fusion of
Greek and Persian culture.

� The Sassanids, 224–642 AD

The last Parthian king was
overthrown by the

Sassanid ruler Ardashir I, also
known as Artaxerxes (but not
to be confused with at least
three ancient Persian rulers of
that name). Ardashir took
Mesopotamia and also the
eastern border kingdom of
Kushan into his domain. The
Sassanids ruled Iran for four
centuries, and revived the

Achaemenid term shahanshah
(king of kings) for their ruler,

who was sovereign over numerous lesser
rulers. Sassanid rule and their system of
social stratification were reinforced by
Zoroastrianism, which became the state
religion. Rome, with its capital by now at
Byzantium, had replaced Greece
as Iran’s principal western
enemy, and armed hostilities
between the
two empires
were fre-
quent.

Khosro I, 531–79, is the most celebrat-
ed of the Sassanid rulers. He was a great
builder, embellishing his capital, founding
new towns and constructing new build-
ings, rebuilding the canals and restocking
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farms which had been destroyed in the
wars. In the spring of 633 a grandson of
Khosro called Yezdegerd came to the
throne, and in that same year the first
Arab squadrons made their probing raids
into Persian territory: the beginning of
the end. Yezdegerd was a mere boy, and
years of warfare had exhausted both the
Byzantines and the Persians. The small,
disciplined armies of Khalid ibn Walid,
Muhammad’s chosen companion-in-
arms and now leader of the Arab army,
had opened, irrevocably, a door of con-
quest.

Islamic Persia 

�Arab, Turk andMongol, 650–1500 AD

The impact of the Arabic conquest
was profound, bringing a new reli-

gion and a new social and legal system.
Persia became part of a world empire
whose centre was not in Persia!
Nevertheless, there are striking continu-
ities in the culture. Persians contributed
significantly to all aspects of Islamic civi-
lization. By the ninth century there was a

revival of the Persian (Farsi)
language and literature that

was distinctly Persian
but showing Arabic

and Islamic influ-
ences. The Arabs

ruled in Persia
until the 11th
century, when
they were
overrun by

the Seljuk
Turks.

This

Turkish Dynasty captured Esfahan in
1051. Through numerous rebellions, the
Turks hung onto power until they, too,
were swept away by Genghis Khan’s all
conquering Mongols in the early 13th
century. Most memorable of the Mongol
rulers in Persia was Tamerlane, Timur
the Lame. He began the Timurid
dynasty, and from his capital Samarkand
ruled, brutally and ruthlessly, an empire
extending from the Euphrates to the
Indus/Ganges, including the regions that
we know today as Armenia, Georgia,
Turkmenistan and Afghanistan.
Through tributary Khanates his power
reached through Southern Russia, and as
far as Lithuania and Poland. Timur was
Muslim, and his ‘excuse’ for attacking the
Muslim Sultan of Delhi was that the
Sultan was soft on Hinduism!

�The Safavids and Qajars, 
1501–1925 AD

The Safavid name is from Sheikh Safi-
od-Din, spiritual leader of the

Safavid Sufi order, founded in 1301. This
order became a revolutionary Shi’a
movement, seizing power in Persia.
Although the Safavid family was of
Persian origin, most supporters were
Shi’a Turkoman tribesmen from
Anatolia, Syria, Upper Mesopotamia, and
the Armenian highlands. The Safavid
dynasty achieved supremacy in 1502, and
settled the Shi’a form of Islam as the
national religion. The strong political role
exercised by Shi’a clergy, including expec-
tation of total acceptance by all the
population, is a recurring aspect of
Persian life from this time on.8 It was an
outstanding period of Persian history,
associated strongly with Shah Abbas,
1571–1629. He took back Azerbaijan and
Armenia from the Ottoman Empire and
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caused Esfahan to be rebuilt as the cen-
tral city. In his reign Persian became
unquestionably the language of adminis-
tration and high culture, and Persian
artistic forms achieved a Golden Age.
These levels were not sustained and the
dynasty declined, hastened by Afghan
invasions in the early 18th century.

Afghan sway did not last very long,
and there were several rulers up to 1779.
Nader Khan set himself on the throne as
Nader Shah in 1736. He expelled Afghan,
Turkish and Russian forces from the
land, and proceeded to conquer
Afghanistan and capture New Delhi.
From there he returned with the bejew-
elled Peacock Throne, to be the proud
symbol of Persian monarchy. Viewed as a
usurper and dictator, Nader was assassi-
nated in 1747, and the empire quickly
fragmented again. In 1794 Aga
Muhammad Khan, a leader of the
Turkmen Qajars, defeated all rivals and
established a new capital in Tehran. The
Qajar kings ruled a surprisingly peaceful
Persia, in almost the same territory as
modern Iran, until 1925. During the
Qajar dynasty Persia was threatened by
Russia to the north, the Ottoman Turks
to the west and British India to the east.

In a pattern that was noted in connec-
tion with Afghanistan (QR 560) and in
Turkey (QR 561), attempts at reform and
modernisation were inadequate, or self-
serving on the part of the rulers, or
viewed with implacable hostility by mer-
chants and clerics as well as by the
general population because of the
‘Western’ associations. This led in 1905 to
protests and then to the Constitutional
Revolution (1905–07), which, technically,
limited royal absolutism, and created in
Persia a constitutional monarchy, with a

nod towards democracy. In 1906 Persia’s
first constitution ended the absolute rule
of the Qajars. The country became a
semi-colonial state dominated by Britain
and Russia; the discovery of oil in 1908
by a British consortium intensified
Western interest.

The Twentieth
Century and
Modern Iran

�The Pahlavi era 

Reza Khan, 1877–1944, was an
Iranian army officer who led a suc-

cessful coup in 1921. Persia had
managed to remain neutral in World
War I, but only at the expense of a
heavy British presence
securing the oil sup-
plies. In the war
years it
was

obvious that the paper provisions of the
Constitutional Reform were not work-
ing, hence the coup. After serving as
premier from 1923–25, Reza Khan, who
adopted the surname Pahlavi, deposed
the last Qajar ruler and declared himself
Shah. He sought to modernise Persia,
improving transportation and commu-
nications and emancipating women. In
1935 the name of the country was
changed from Persia to Iran. Reza Shah’s
early aspirations did reflect the hopes of
many educated Iranians for a modern,
Westward-looking state that was never-
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theless free of foreign interference,
strong, centralised, and economically
sound. In the course of World War II
British and Russian troops occupied the
country, in the face of Iranian reluctance
to declare against the Axis powers (was it
the Aryan connection?). Reza Shah was
obliged to abdicate in 1941 in favour of
his son, Muhammad Reza Pahlavi.

Muhammad Reza Shah, 1919–1980,
continued the work of modernisation
and industrialisation, expansion of edu-
cation and economic development. He
made progress in expanding employ-
ment and economic and educational
opportunities, in building up strong cen-
tral government and a strong military, in
limiting foreign influence, and in seeking
to give Iran an influential role in regional
affairs.

Ambitious five-year plans (1963–72)
improved agricultural and industrial
development and increased literacy.
When the Western oil consortium was
nationalised in 1973 and oil prices
increased, export revenue was boosted. In

the later 1970s
the situation
deteriorated,

social inequalities
worsened, and
there was grow-
ing protest from
the Shi’a funda-

mentalists at
Western-style
‘decadence’. This
hostility was led

from exile in
France by
the
Muslim
cleric

Ayatollah Khomeini. Several attempts at
parliamentary reform only showed the
extent to which the Shah had lost control
of the situation. He left the country in
January of 1979, amidst much rejoicing.

�The Revolution

Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran
in February 1979 and a revolution-

ary government was formed; in March
the Islamic Republic of Iran was
declared. Shah Reza had been admitted
to the USA for medical treatment, and in

reaction the US Embassy in Tehran was
seized on 4 November 1979. Seventy
hostages were held, and demands were
made for the Shah’s return to Iran. He
finally went to Egypt at the invitation of
President Sadat and died there in 1980.9

The hostages were not released until
January 1981.

Under the 1979 constitution, supreme
authority in all matters rests with the
Islamic spiritual leader, the valayat-e
faqih.10 The president appoints a cabi-
net, subject to the approval of the
valayat-e faqih and the Majles, an elected
lower house. Legislation is vetted by the
twelve-member Council of Guardians to
ensure that it conforms to the Islamic
constitution. Islamic fundamentalism
continues to be a powerful force in Iran.
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Soon after
Khomeini
became Leader,
Saddam
Hussein of Iraq

made a land grab
in the Iranian
Khuzestan Province.
An horrific war

ensued, sharp-
ened by
the

Sunni/Shi’a
tension between
these two Muslim

states. The Western nations and the
USSR helped arm, train and sustain Iraq
throughout this eight-year war! 

After Khomeini’s death in 1989,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei moved from
being President to being the all-powerful
Clerical Leader. A moderate president,
Muhammad Khatami, was elected in
1997, but reform is a very uncertain
thing. Polarisation between moderates
and hardliners, international pressure
along the ‘Axis of evil’ line, suspicion
from the Atomic Energy Agency about
the reality of the nuclear energy pro-
gramme, all conspire to keep the wheels
spinning without much forward motion.

� Language & Literature

Persian is the official language of Iran;
the Persian term is Farsi. This is the

language of government and education
and is the mother tongue of half of the
population. A large proportion of the
rest has Persian as a second language.
Old Persian dates back to the 6th centu-
ry BC. Written in cuneiform, it was used
exclusively for royal proclamations and
announcements and was in use until

about AD 250. Middle Persian, known as
Pahlavi, or Parsi, was in use from about
AD 250 to 900. This was the official lan-
guage of the Sassanid Empire and of the
Zoroastrian priesthood, written in an
ideographic script. Modern
Persian began to develop
about AD 900, and the
works of that time are still
plain to read and under-
stand. Following the Arab
conquest of the Sassanid
Empire, Arabic became the
official, written language,
but Persian remained the
language of court
records. Persian has
borrowed heavily
from Arabic vocabulary and eventually
adopted the Arabic script.

Conscious of an heroic past and a
rich literary heritage, Persian speakers
view themselves as leaders of the country
in the arts generally. Before and after the
Revolution they have filled the majority
of government positions. The second
largest language group is Azerbaijani,
about 25%, and then the Kurds, less than
10%. Arabic, Armenian, Assyrian,
Turkish, and even English, French,
German, Georgian, and Russian, are
spoken by some in Iran. Bear in mind
that Persian (Farsi) is an Indo-European
language, in keeping with the Aryan
name. It became a prestige language in
India in the time of the Mughal Empire,
and as it became mixed up with Hindi
around the campfires it gave rise to
another language, Urdu.

A quick way to grasp the range of the
literature of Persia is to look at just one
man—Ibn Sina, known to the West as
Avicenna, 980–1037 AD. Drawing upon

The Magazine of the Trinitarian Bible Society

19

Ayatollah Khomeini

Stamp with example of
Islamic calligraphy



Greek and Arabic learning he wrote
mostly in Arabic, with just two known
works in Persian. Philosophy, mathemat-
ics, astronomy, theology, music, poetry,
and, above all, medicine, were his
themes. His famous book al-Qanun
‘the Canon’—is a million word ency-
clopaedia of medicine, which was
unchallenged in the field for six hundred
years. He developed means of verifying
squares and cubes, constructed a vernier
device, advanced the field of musical
harmony in discussing the intervals and
the capacity of the ear to distinguish
them or not; he dismissed the quest for
transmutation of elements as empirically
unsound. And lots more! 

The Western Renaissance drew heavi-
ly on the repository of such writers as
Avicenna, and with this history it is easy
to see why many modern Muslims
resent the Western perception of them as
non-contributors to modern thought.
Just why they turned aside from modern
technology a little later is a different
matter. Persian poetry, Persian minia-
tures, Persian blue ceramics, the
splendours of Esfahan architecture,
Xerxes’ gate at Persepolis, and not forget-
ting Persian carpets: these are all part of
the legacy of Persian culture.

Religion

� Zoroastrianism

Z oroastrianism was the state religion
of Persia in the times of the

Sassanids,
and most
written texts
date from
that time.
However, the
teachings of

Zarathustra, and service of Ahura Mazda
as a god, are much older. Dates ranging
from 3000 BC to 600 BC are offered as
start points. The Persia of Cyrus and
Darius probably was Zoroastrian in
religion, if not explicitly so by name.
From there the influence on the religions
of Greece and Rome, especially in
aspects of Mithraism, seems easy to
follow. The Qajar regime was not
sympathetic towards Zoroastrians, and
many moved away into North India. The
Pahlavi regime’s strong appeal to a pre-
Islamic Persian history helped the
Zoroastrians recover some ground, and
there were around 35,000 in Iran at the
end of the last century. They tend to be
in the major cities, Persian speakers, and
moving into the professional classes. In
prayer and contemplation they follow
their basic tenets of Humata (good
thoughts), Hukta (good words) and
Huvarashta (good deeds). It is in
practice, if not in theology, a light/dark
dualism, wherein the followers are,
supposedly, morally free to choose to do
good without divine aid, intervention or
involvement.

� Islam

This article is not the place for the
doctrines and history of Islam, but it

might help if some aspects of Iranian
Islam were made clear. Most Muslims
throughout the world are Sunni Islam;
the overwhelmingly dominant form of
Islam in Iran is Shi’a.

All Shi’a accept seven pillars of faith,
five of which are shared with Sunni
Muslims. These are shahada, or confes-
sion of the faith;11 namaz, the prescribed
order of prayer; zakat, or almsgiving;
sawm, fasting in Ramadan; and hajj, pil-
grimage to Mecca and Medina. The
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extra two pillars for
Shi’a are jihad, that is,
the obligation to pro-
tect Islamic lands,
beliefs and institutions;
and a requirement of
good deeds and
demeanour along the
same lines as the
Zoroastrian tenets
mentioned above.

There are several distinct streams of
Shi’a Islam, all originating in the years
between the Prophet’s death in 632 and

1000. In Iran
the prevalent
sect is the
Twelver. Their
distinctive
tenet, differing
not only from
Sunni, but
also from all
other Shi’a, is

that the train of leadership and authority
passed from Muhammad to Ali, and then
in direct sequence to eleven male heirs of
Ali, giving the twelve Imam of the ‘Twelver’
name.

The elevation of the part of the Imam
is reflected in the role of their modern
successors. If these clerics have superior
knowledge of the laws of their god and
the undisputed right to interpret and
even elaborate them, they alone are quali-
fied to rule society. This is the theological
basis of Islamic theocratic government,
although many Muslims, including non-
Twelver Shi’a, had never thought to see it
carried to the level of Khomeini’s Iranian
Revolution.

Even from this most cursory look at

Iranian Islam, it is
plain that the follow-
ers of Muhammad
are by no means a
unity. Islam is not
that uncompromis-
ingly clear cut,
monolithic institu-
tion of popular pres-

entation. In the hagio-
graphic reverence for,
and power and merit

ascribed to, the mosques and remains of
past Imams there are uncanny similarities
to the mind-set of unreformed
Christianity, even to the extent of inter-
cession for the dead.

Sufi is an ascetic and mystical order of
Islam. The word means ‘wool’, and the
connotation is almost that of ‘hair shirt’
in medieval Christianity. Sufis have been
accepted, tolerated, rejected, persecuted at
different times by other forms of Islam. A
19th century interaction of Sufi and Shi’a
in Iran began a reformist work which
became the Baha’i faith.

� Christianity

We know that there were those from
east of the Tigris present on the

day of Pentecost. Perhaps less well known
is the fact that there was a more or less
continuous ‘Christian’12 presence, min-
istry and mission in Persia (and beyond)
until the 14th century. Yes, that’s right,
for almost 700 years after the arrival of
Islam, Christianity was tolerated, without
persecution. In the 2nd century the
Syrian Church, with an influential base
in the trader town of Edessa, and through
the medium of the Syriac/Aramaic lan-
guage, carried the preaching of the
Gospel into Persia. The Diatessaron,
Tatian’s ‘Harmony of the Gospels’ (∆ια
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BC
6th century: Persian Achaemenids win the 
whole of the Middle East. Cyrus, etc.
5th century: Wars against the Greeks. Land is
gained all the way to the Ægean Sea.
4th century: The structure of the state dissolves.
330: Alexander the Great subjugates most of
Persia.
3rd century: Parthians are the new rulers, one
of the big powers in the Middle East.

AD
224: Kingdom of the Sassanids. Zoroastrianism
the state religion.
637: Arabs take Sassanid capital. The people
begin to turn to Islam.
1000-1500: Turks (Seljuks) and Mongols.
1501-24: Safavid dynasty. Shi'a Islam is the state
religion. 
1588-1629: Abbas I.
1722: Afghan occupation of central parts of
Persia.
1724: Russian and Turkish interference. The two
countries divide Persia. Nader Shah.
1739: Afghanistan conquered and Delhi sacked.
An enormous loot is brought back to Persia.
1747: Nader Shah is assassinated, the kingdom
fragmented. 
1795: Qajar dynasty established, lasts until
1925.
1840: Aga Khan flees to India after a failed
rebellion against the Shah.
1857: Persia recognises Afghanistan. 
1891: Tobacco boycott opposes British monop-
oly of Persian tobacco trade. 
1906: Constitutional revolution.
1907: Russia and Britain divide Persia into pro-
tection zones.
1914-18: Persia neutral in World War I, but is a
battleground because of oil resources.

1919-21: To resist Bolshevik Russia, Persia is
made a British protectorate.
1921: Reza Khan establishes a new government.
1925: Reza Khan elected Shah, attempts
Westernisation after Turkish model (Atatürk).
1935: Persia changes its name to Iran.
1939: Shah Reza friendly towards German Axis
interests.
1941: Allied occupation of Iran. Reza Shah
abdicates, son Muhammad Reza Pahlavi is
Shah.
1943: Iran joins the Allies.
1949: Iran a constitutional monarchy.
1951: Oil industry nationalised.
1959: Defence agreement with USA.
1970s: Opposition to the Shah and his use of
the secret police, the Savak.
1978: Strong Shi'a opposition towards the Shah,
led by Ayatollah Khomeini. 
1979: January � The Shah leaves Iran.

February � Khomeini returns to Iran.
March � Referendum on constitution.

Islamic Republic of Iran.
November � Iranian students storm US 

embassy: 70 hostages.
1980: Iraq invades Iran.
1981: January 20: US embassy hostages
released.
1982: The Iraqi forces driven out of Iran.
1988 A ceasefire between Iran and Iraq.
1989: June: A fatwa is issued by Khomeini
against the author Salman Rushdie.
1990: Earthquake in Caucasian regions kills
about 35,000 Iranians.
1990-91: Iran condemns Iraq's invasion in
Kuwait and the allied forces' actions towards
Iraq.
1995: Total ban on trade with Iran is imposed
by the USA.
2003: December 26: Earthquake kills about
30,000 in the southeastern town of Bam.

I r a n  T i m e l i n e

Zagros Mountains



τεσσαρων, from the Greek word for
‘four’), in its Syriac (and later, Arabic)
form was another 2nd-century instru-
ment of the eastward spread of
Christianity. Tatian’s connection suggests
an association with Gnosticism and an
extravagant asceticism, traits which
accompanied the Christian work in
Persia. Nevertheless the Persian Church
was specifically represented at the
Council of Nicea in 325.

After the Council of Chalcedon in
451, the Persian Church followed
Nestorian views, an over-exact distinc-
tion and separation of the divine and the
human Person of Christ. The Church in
Persia, sometimes called the Assyrian
Church, became specifically Nestorian.
This ascetic, monastic, Nestorian Church
was not rooted out when the Arabs con-
quered Persia. Restrictions and tolls were
imposed, a kind of third-rate citizenship,
but for some centuries the ‘Assyrian
Church’ endured under Islam and
engaged in mission in Mongolia, China,
India, Ceylon—Asia in general. When
the Mongols became the ruling people in
Persia in the 12th century, the ‘Assyrian
Church’ was still regarded with some
favour, but the ignominious end of the
Crusades in the Holy Land and Egypt
seemed to polarise matters in the whole
Islamic world. In Persia, the destruction
of Christian property and the persecu-
tion of Christians began in earnest. With
the arrival of Tamerlane in 1369 the
church was scattered in a scourge of ter-
ror.

Strangely, a Christian enclave was
imported from Armenia by Shah Abbas
in 1604. He wanted a labour force for his
grand building work in the new capital,
Esfahan. A separate city, New Jolfa, was

constructed to house the more than
30,000 families of Armenian Orthodox
‘Christians’, but in religious matters it
seems that the Armenians and the
Persians, Orthodox and Muslim, had no
dealings with each other. Isolated Roman
Catholic and Moravian workers pene-
trated into Persia in the 18th century, but
the outstanding evangelist to the country
was, of course, Henry Martyn in the early
19th century. Others followed, at least
one of whom has left a telling account of
his labours. Dr. William McElwee Miller’s
My Persian Pilgrimage13 is a striking
record of forty-three years of Gospel
labour in Persia, from 1919–62.

In 1937, two years after Persia became
Iran, a twenty-six-year-old Armenian liv-
ing in Tehran became a Christian and
began meetings for prayer and ministry
in his home. From this work of ‘Papa’
Seth Yeghnazar an
indigenous Iranian
church came into
being, subsequently
aligning with the
Assemblies of God.
The early period of
the Khomeini
regime in Iran left
the church alone.
Meetings were
un-restricted,
evangelism
and Bible
distribution
seemed to
thrive.
This
changed,
and
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although there is no official hostility to
Christianity, the churches have suf-
fered—anger towards converted
Muslims and the association of
Christianity with Western imperialism
have sparked attacks on church property
and people.

There is undoubtedly a mighty
Gospel work being accomplished
amongst young Iranians inside and out-
side Iran at this time. Our TBS speakers
in the UK find Iranian believers in their
meetings and are much aware of Iranian
churches and mission organisations
based here. Whether from Parsee
(Zoroastrian) or Muslim beginnings,
these Christians carry a burden of anxi-
ety, not only for themselves but for their
families, in the possibility of retribution.
Whilst we bless the Lord for these gra-
cious works, let us also pray for the
keeping of these believers and for the
deliverance, in every way, of their friends
and relatives.

The Bible

Time and space do not permit a thor-
ough examination of the work of

Scripture translation and distribution in
the languages of Iran. However, the
Society is pleased to be a continuing part
of that great task. We currently have the
privilege of circulating the VanDyck
Bible and New Testament in Arabic not
only for Iran but for the millions for
whom this is their mother tongue.

An exciting project is our recent work
in Farsi. Along with the Words of Life
Calendar, the translator has finished the
Gospel of John and several tracts and is
now concentrating his efforts on the
Gospel of Matthew. He reports that the

translation process itself is a form of
evangelism, as he has asked refugees
from Iran who have sought asylum in
the UK to help with the proofreading. It
gives the translator opportunity to
explain what the verses mean, and he
reports that he is finding interest in both
the work and in the Lord. The Word of
God will indeed not return to Him void!

Endnotes
1 Please see also our articles on Afghanistan (QR
560), Turkey (QR 561) and Henry Martyn (QR 563)
for related background material.

2 Along the way he had defeated the Medes, cap-
tured Ecbatana (modern Hamadan), and added the
fabulously wealthy Kingdom of Lydia (King Croesus)
to his domains.

3 Acts 2.9.

4 Anyone who struggled with Classical Studies or
Classical Greek will locate Xenophon’s Anabasis, the
weary return of Greek mercenaries from Persia, along
the way later travelled by Henry Martyn, in this peri-
od.

5 He, of course, was Macedonian.

6 But Egypt by the Greek Ptolemies. It always con-
fused me as a schoolboy that Syrians and Egyptians
were all Greek! A heavy insult in Rome was to be
called an Egyptian—one who not only spoke Greek
but did so with the accent of North Africa!

7 The ‘Parthian Shot’ is a telling remark delivered on
parting: the Parthian cavalry used to feign flight, then
fire arrows at the relaxing enemy.

8 One might say that Ayatollah Khomeini simply
revived this era in a much more militant fashion in
1979.

9 Mention of his name in Iran today attracts unwel-
come attention from the authorities.

10 This older term was used by Khomeini to justify
political rule by the clerics.

11 But of that faith only three points are common
between Shi’a and Sunni.

12 Once more I ask readers’ indulgence of a very
broad use of the term; it is impossible to qualify
every appearance of such words.

13 Still available from the William Carey Library
Publishers, ISBN 0878082433.



web site at www.TBS-sales.org.) There are
currently thirty articles in print in the follow-
ing categories:

1. The Authorised Version 
2. Bible History
3. Doctrinal
4. Ecumenism
5. Modern Version Reviews
6. Textual Criticism

New articles are added as the need arises;
articles on the Hebrew and Greek texts of
the Bible and the new English Standard
Version (ESV) are expected shortly.

A full set of our articles can be purchased at
a special price of £5.00 (please quote prod-
uct code: ASET). The set includes one pack
of ten of the FREE Plain Reasons leaflets.
When ordering the Plain Reasons leaflets
please quote product code A63 with your
Account number if available. 
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This useful leaflet, product code A63,
has been reprinted and is now made
available free of charge in packs of

ten.

The question is often asked, Why should
we keep to the Authorised (King James)
Version of the Bible in preference to the
many modern versions now available? The
Plain Reasons leaflet gives answers to this
question under the headings: 
1.The Authorised Version is based on a bet-
ter ‘text’

2.The Authorised Version is a more accu-
rate translation

3.The Authorised Version is in more appro-
priate English

4.The Authorised Version bears a stronger
testimony

5.The Authorised Version has served as a
standard English translation 

This new edition of the Plain Reasons leaflet
is illustrated in our colour catalogue along
with all our other articles in support of the
Authorised (King James) Version and its
underlying texts, and other topics. (These
can also be viewed and ordered on our

P R O D U C T P R O F I L E

Plain Reasons
for keeping to the Authorised Version

Tel.: (020) 8543 7857 fax: (020) 8543 6370
e-mail: orders@TBS-sales.org 
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lations. We hope
this little publication
will have good distri-
bution and be a
blessing to our sup-
porters and
customers at home
and abroad. We
trust in the Lord’s
providence that this
dual-language edi-
tion of the Scriptures
will be the first of
many as opportunity
arises and resources
allow in the coming
years.

The new Spanish/English
Diglot Gospel of John is fully
illustrated in our colour cata-
logue and can also be
viewed and ordered on our
web site at 

www.TBS-sales.org. 
When ordering please
quote your Account num-
ber, if available, together
with the product code:
SEDIG or ISBN 186228 175
0

P R O D U C T  P R O F I L E

Diglot Gospel of John
The English Authorised Version and
Spanish revised Reina-Valera text 

SIDE BY SIDE
The Society has many

requests for dual-lan-
guage editions of the

Scriptures comprising the
Authorised Version and
sound translations in other
languages. We are therefore
pleased to announce the
publication of the Spanish
and English diglot of the
Gospel of John. 

This Gospel of John has an
attractive pictorial cover and
is in a convenient paperback
size. Copies are priced at
£1.50 each; a good mission-
ary discount is available to
those engaged in the free dis-
tribution of the Scriptures in
their communities or abroad.
This new Spanish/English
Gospel of John is suitable as
an introduction to the
Scriptures for Spanish unbe-
lievers, especially those in
Roman Catholic communi-
ties. 

Spanish is a major world lan-
guage; many countries
throughout the world have
large Spanish-speaking popu-

Trinitarian
Bible Society
Tyndale House, Dorset Road,

London, SW19 3NN, UK 

Tel.: (020) 8543 7857
fax: (020) 8543 6370

e-mail: orders@TBS-sales.org

NEW SPANISH/ENGLISH
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From Jaén, Spain 
I am very sorry not to have written

sooner. I received both the Bibles and the
calendars. They were a great help in evan-
gelising this area. At Christmas we gave out
Christmas packages, each with one of your
calendars inside. Just the other day a lady
came over to the book table looking for a
Bible to give to a friend who had tried to
commit suicide. I was able to give her one
of your New Testaments along with other
literature. Trusting that as she reads God’s
Word she will know the peace of God and
her sins forgiven. Please find enclosed a
cheque to help with the work of TBS. 

From Athens, Greece
I recently returned from a long-overdue

visit to Albania. I was encouraged to see a
new unity and maturity in the churches at
Fier and Patos which I had the privilege of
visiting. In Fier there were several new
believers, amongst them the sister of a
young Christian lad who suffers from a
degenerative muscular disease. On my first
Sunday in Fier there was a good turn-out,
with a large reinforcement from the village
of Kallëm, bright-eyed children with freck-
les. Please pray that they will be able to
find a meeting place there. In the village of

Verbas, too, meetings are going well.
Twenty-five to thirty children continue to
meet in the state kindergarten building.
The church at Fier wants to refurbish the
hall, rewiring, constructing a toilet (at pres-
ent there are fifty children but no toilet)
and an office for the village elders, where
Christian literature could be placed. It
would thus be a kind of
community centre
in the village,
and during
the hours
when it
was
not in
use
as a

THE WORD OF GOD

AMONG ALL NATIONS

THE FIELD IS THE WORLD THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD

Europe

Distributing
calendars to

the elderly in
Albania.
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kindergarten Christian meetings could be
held there. In Patos Church I saw many
new faces. A considerable number of the
believers are studying in Vlora, Tirana and
at Bible College. I met young people from
the churches at Vlora, Tirana, Seman and
Delvine. The church at Seman is materially
a very poor church. They have now
obtained a plot of land and are hoping to
build a church there. Please pray that they
will find the means to do so. I had hoped
to be with them on my second Sunday, but
wasn’t able to find a car. The local churches
are conducting evangelistic services at the
Old People’s Home in Fier. They have a
good witness there and the residents wel-
come them with open arms. As with all
elderly people, their great need is for a lis-
tening ear. I am enclosing a photo from the
Home, where we distributed Albanian cal-
endars.

From Gouda, The Netherlands 
In October we received ten thousand

Russian, two thousand Ukrainian and seven
hundred Armenian Words of Life Calendars
as a free gift from TBS. All calendars have
been distributed among the Christians in
the former Soviet Union. During the last
weeks we have received so many thanks
for these calendars! The Russian Christians
have assured us once again the value of
these calendars, especially in their mission-
ary activities. For example the missioners
place these calendars in public rooms like
post offices and then all people who visit
the post office take notice of the calendar,
and, more important, of the Bible text on
it. So receive on behalf of all Christians in
the former Soviet Union our warmest
thanks for these calendars! May God bless
also this way of distribution of His written
Word! 

From Gherla, Romania 
We received the Hungarian and

Romanian calendars with Bible verses, also

the Romanian and Hungarian Bibles. These
donations of yours continue to be a very
useful tool in our ministry and a big blessing
for the people to whom we are ministering.
Please pray that our Lord might bless the
seed of the Word, in order to bear fruit for
His glory. The calendars and Bibles were
distributed in three countries: Ukraine,
Hungary and Romania. In Ukraine the cal-
endars were distributed in the numerous
places where our co-workers are trying to
reach people with the Gospel and see
them planted in Bible-believing churches.
In Hungary the calendars arrived in the
towns where we have our two congrega-
tions, and in the town where we have a
preaching station. Most of the calendars
and Bibles were distributed in Romania,
where the biggest part of our mission work
is going on. Here are some quotes from our
co-workers from letters they wrote about
the distribution of calendars and Bibles. 

‘Thank you for making it possible to dis-
tribute Christian calendars in our city. In
two weeks we distributed six hundred
Hungarian calendars. The people were very
happy to receive them, and many of those
people were asking questions regarding the
Bible verses, and about the Trinitarian Bible
Society. We had the possibility to talk with
them using these blessed calendars. We
distributed the calendars to converted and
non-converted people and both groups
were glad for it. We were able to distribute
150 Romanian calendars in the prison.
Another 150 Romanian calendars we dis-
tributed in a Romanian language high
school. We also gave twenty Romanian
Bibles to high school students. Two of them
already came to our Bible study meetings.
They are Romanian, but we are translating
to them our teaching. We thank you again
for these wonderful calendars and Bibles, in
the name of those who received them.
Especially the students were very grateful
for the Bibles. In the past they had the possi-
bility to read the Orthodox Bible only, which
has many mistakes and mistranslations.’
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‘We are very glad for the calendars,
since this can be a tool in reaching others
with the gospel. The words from the cal-
endars can grow up and bear the fruit of
repentance in those who read it. This
fruit will be seen sooner or later, but one
thing is sure: God will be working won-
derfully. For example, a few days ago, I
received a phone call from someone
who showed interest toward the gospel.
Later I found out that she contacted us
through a calendar that she received
from us two years ago. God’s Word will
not return without accomplishing His work.
Through the distribution of the calendars
we were able to meet new people, to have
good spiritual discussions. Even a Jewish
family requested a calendar with Bible vers-
es and also an ex-communist leader
requested a Bible and calendars.’ 

‘By God’s grace we were able to distribute
about 750 calendars. Many people showed
interest to get a calendar with Bible verses.
With the help of the calendars we had
good discussions with them. Someone said
that he could not imagine a nicer gift for
this new year than this calendar with the
Bible verses. In a small village, populated
mostly by illiterate Gypsies, many children
learned by heart the Bible verses from the
calendars. In many of these homes not very
much printed material can be found.’

From a mission group headquartered in
Northern Ireland

Many thanks for English and French TBS
calendars for Africa, also for Bread of Life
for Ghana and TBS Bible posters for
Ghana. Also many people from Ghana and
Burkina Faso ask us to thank TBS also for
English and French Bibles. One pastor in
Burkina Faso would need about forty
French Bibles for his work at church and
Aids school he runs for children. Another
needs ten French Bibles and sixty New
Testaments for his work with many pastors
and many converted young people who

could not get them otherwise. A pastor in
Ghana would like forty Bible text posters
for schools and churches all over Ghana in
English, also twenty Bibles in English for his
work as regional manager. If you could
send sixty to eighty small Russian Bibles I
can get them out safely with our people
over the spring and summer months to
Belarus and Ukraine to churches and pas-
tors. 

From Ibadan, Nigeria 
We are using the Golden Thoughts

Calendars in the following ways: to intro-
duce converts to the church to doing
regular Bible reading; to allow members to
develop their devotional studies; in schools
to evangelise students and teachers and
institute devotional studies; to the less pros-
perous who love the Word but could not
afford the cost of a whole Bible; to help
other improving churches and ministries to
train the workers on the devotional studies.
God is helping and giving us testimony on
the reformed devotional life as many are
beginning to ask us ahead for the following
year’s edition. God bless the ministry and
support you in this whole course. Only
heaven can reveal the effect of this work.
You might not be popular to men on earth,

Africa

A pastor in Ghana needs English Scripture
posters for schools and churches.
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they may not even know you and demand
for you to preach across the globe, but you
are affecting many souls across the globe
from what you’re doing in the office there.
God bless you and your labour of love in
this work.

From Tiruvattar, Kanyakumari District
Greetings in the

Name of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus
Christ. We have
distributed your
last grant of
Scriptures for the
Glory of God with
prayer. I am send-
ing you a photo-
graph of some
newly converted
high school stu-
dents who
received TBS
Bibles gladly to
read the Word of
God to develop
their spiritual life
for the Glory of
God. Please send

at least five hundred
Bibles monthly. We will
distribute them to the
converted new
Christians in India to
know more about the
Word of God and Lord
Jesus Christ. I humbly
request you to please
this year onwards send
monthly grant Scriptures
for our free distribution.
We pray God provide
the means to print more
Bibles and Tamil John
Gospel.

From Lamphelpat Imphal, Manipur
Greetings to you from us in the name

of our soon coming Lord Jesus Christ. I
send a photograph of while I am distrib-
uting the Bibles in a village called
Leishokching where inhabited by an
endangered tribe called Tarao. They have
population of nine hundred, and back-
ward in all aspects. About 95% of them
are Christians and 5% are Animist. I could
distribute thirty Bibles visiting house to

High school students in India receive Bibles.

India

Bibles distributed to Tarao people of Manipur.



house. I requested few to gather and take
this photograph. Other Bibles distributed
to students at two months Bible classes in
a school run by one of our believers.
Other Bibles and New Testaments hand-
ed over to the director of the hospital in
Ukhrul. Many poor and needy Christians
and the non-believers are treated in this
hospital. They also do the spiritual coun-
selling and gospel works. I am privileged
to supply the gospel materials from time
to time. Rest were used for correspondent
work. I request you kindly send some
more Bibles which I can distribute to
many poor youths. I also would like to
encourage Christians to depend on KJV.
Now many versions came up among us,
these NIV and Good News are the most
popular versions. But we found lot of
errors and dilution in these translations.
This is another reason which I would like
to continue to distribute the KJV. I trust
you will continue to send Bibles. Peace
and love to you from our Lord Jesus
Christ.

From Palawan, The Philippines 
By the grace of God, an idea comes

to my mind of using the God-given
opportunity for someone like me to write
to you. I’m eighteen years old, second
year college and still depending on my
parents. By this age I’ve come to realise
that those past years without reading the
Bible and yet reading so many different
kinds of books is almost a waste; I knew
that the Bible is the Word of Truth and
tells something about God. And I decid-
ed to know more about Him, about His
wonderful works and great stories. Since
I’ve heard about Him I have been
changed. I can say now that He’s the
most wonderful thing happen to me. He
chose me to be His child and I’m so
grateful for that; my everything now is
depending on Him. He is my life, my

The Magazine of the Trinitarian Bible Society

31

strength, my source of everything and
especially everything that I need. If God
willing, through you my wish will be
granted to have my own personal Bible
to study and meditate on. I’m a bit shy to
say this but the truth is I cannot afford to
buy such, that’s why I write. God has
said to ask and I’ll receive. Maybe you’re
the answer to my prayer. Thank you and
may God’s hand continue to shower His
blessing to all of you.

From San Vicente, Brazil 
I want to say ‘Thank you so much!’ I

was not hoped to have a Holy Bible in my
house. Let me to explain to you what is
happening: I wrote a letter to you last year
which was telling about my desire to have
a Holy Bible in English. So I was not imag-
ining that you would send one to me. I’m
so happy! I think that you could not imag-
ine my reaction when I saw the Holy
Bible. There are some words different of
that I’m learning, but it is good to learn
more.

From Chile via e-mail 
Greetings in our Lord Jesus Christ. We

have a literature ministry in Chile. The
middle of January we received a ship-
ment of calendars, Bibles, Testaments
and Gospels of John. These items are
now distributed in different areas of
Chile. One brother received Gospels of
John that will be used to distribute to the
public after the showing of the film
Passion of the Christ. Many of our church
members have used the Bibles in their
evangelism to friends and family. The
Scriptures sent have been such a blessing
and used of the Lord. A woman came to
Christ as a result of showing her the way
of salvation. She was given a Bible. A
brother in Christ was able to give a gift of

Southeast Asia

South America
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five Bibles to fellow guards at an apart-
ment complex. Would it be possible to
send us another donation of Bibles,
Testaments and Gospels of John?

From Chiclayo, Peru 
Peace and good from our Lord! For

several years I am sending the precious
Golden Thoughts Calendars to pastors in
the interior of Peru and other parts of
Latin America. All are very grateful and
the majority use them for their daily
devotional. I distribute others to
Christians in the church and also to
unconverted friends who are Catholics.
They are surprised to find out how beau-
tiful the Word of God is since they have
never read it before. I believe that the
Lord is using this means to touch hearts.
We are praying for them that they may
receive salvation through His Word.

From Burleigh Heads, Queensland,
Australia

Very many thanks for the Bibles
which you forwarded for distribution
free of charge. We do appreciate your
generosity and can assure you that the
Bibles will be most useful. During the
past number of years we have distrib-
uted Gospel tracts to outback areas,
firstly door-to-door in the towns and
villages and then by post to property
owners and those living in remote
areas, with the offer of a free Bible to
anyone interested to write; the
response has been very encouraging.
More recently we have been covering
some of the main cities, during 2003
and to date this year we have covered
some three million homes with Gospel
literature, in Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, the Gold coast and the
Sunshine Coast. The response has been

beyond our expectation, in the past
few weeks we have received dozens
and dozens of phone calls as well as
letters from all classes of society, Jews,
Roman Catholics, Orthodox, so-called
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day
Adventists, professed atheists,
Pentecostals, etc., giving us the oppor-
tunity to present the Gospel and the
truth of God. It has been a real joy to
respond to the many requests for tracts
and Bibles and the interesting letters
from seeking souls and we do thank
God for some to whom we have writ-
ten who have trusted Christ. We have
also erected texts from the Bible on the
Highway Signs in many areas. We are
working on sites in South Australia and
also Northern Territory. We have also
had some very interesting contacts
from the texts and we always make
sure that those who contact us have a
Bible. We are so thankful for the liber-
ties we enjoy in this land; truly we can
say with the Apostle Paul, ‘a great door
and effectual is opened unto us’.  

Although certain phrases and expressions
used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we repro-
duce the letters essentially as received,
knowing that the Lord is using His Word to
the glory of His Name and the furtherance
of His Kingdom as the Scriptures are distrib-
uted among the nations of the world.

Australasia


